
Old School
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Digital Media



What happens in 
schools, now that 
life’s become an 
open book test?

Challenge for 
teachers:

Who is using the technology?

Consume

Create

How are students using 
technology? Is BYOD leveraged 

as an asset  
or considered  
a distraction?



I’ll share five ideas for 
teaching in digital era

Idea #1:   
We need to be teaching  
a new literacy

1. Find  
2. Decode  
3. Critically evaluate 
information

4. Curate  
5. Store  
6. Responsibly share 
information



Critically evaluate + responsibly share

Social Media

Social media 
promised us a 
voice for all

Instead we 
got troll 

farms and 
cyberbullies

Idea #2:  It’s the 
information age

How does info move 
around the 
classroom?

Inefficient info transfer



How do you share 
information?

Are we squandering 
valuable instructional 
time with  
basic transfer  
of information?

Sharing information is easy 
- the tough part is assimilation

What is the best use of my  
face-to-face class time?

bit.ly/flipC



Idea #3:  Make sure we are 
teaching higher-order thinking 
skills and using the best tools 
to support mastery 
 

•Creating - generating 
new combinations

• Evaluating - justifying a 
decision or choice

•Analyzing - discovering 
patterns

•Applying - using info in a new setting

•Understanding - explaining idea or 
concept

•Remembering - recalling information

Higher order 
thinking

Lower order 
thinking

“Summarize 
text in your 
own words.”

Higher or lower 
order thinking?

Curate

Animate

Publish

Students can create and share  
higher-order summaries

padlet

BOOK CREATOR



Idea #4:   
Is learning personalized by 
student choice and reflection 
on their progress?  

A. understands how this 
information or skill has 
some application  
in their life.

B. has an opportunity to 
follow their own 
process rather than 
just learn “the facts.” 

C. reflect on their 
work and their 
progress as 
learners.

Learning is relevant 
when the student: 

Content - what knowledge and skills  
 will be studied?

Process - what materials,  
procedures, etc will be used?

Product - what will students produce  
to demonstrate their learning?

Evaluation - how will the learning  
be assessed?

Personalize learning  
with student choice Good 

instruction  

provokes  

student 

reflection



My Taxonomy 
of Reflection

bit.ly/tax-re

With prompts for 
students  
teachers

ed leaders

Idea #5:  Find the courage 
to be less helpful 
 

Increasing 

student choice

Work as directed 
by the teacher.

Figure out my own 
approaches.

Share and defend my 
thinking.

Evaluate my progress.

Learning in the digital age

Task - Are students asked to do 

 genuine higher order thinking? 

Interaction - Does the learning  

include a social component? 

Choice - Are students exploring  

their own options for content, process, 

product and assessment?


